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Places only become real to us when they 
are actually loved and known, when we 
inhabit them not only physically but in the 
histories and stories that they carry as part 
of a living community and tradition. 
 
 
 
 Attributed to David Jones 



Locally adapted 

Think Globally act Locally 

Significant life  
experiences 

Small is Beautiful 





 Building partnerships from the 
LOCAL level, involving LOCAL 
people and LOCAL resources  



Conceptual development 
 

Rudimentary understanding of 
concepts in rudimentary 
contextual frameworks 

 

Understanding develops: 
Learning about concepts & their 
contexts; making links between 

them to form constructs 
 

Consolidating understanding: 
recognising interconnectedness 

(a broader understanding of 
context) 

 

Understanding 
interconnectedness: recognising 

broader context dependency 
(i.e. their sociocultural 

significance) 
 
 
 

Contextual  
framework 

Development of 
learning 

 
Increasing: 

 
 

Maturing of leaning 
 
 
 

Broadening of 
knowledge 

 
 
 

Depth of 
understanding 

 
 

Recognition of 
significance 
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ESD through school-community collaboration: Three case studies 



Case 1: Devon, UK 



Case 1: Who was involved? 

Residents  
Association 

Community 

School 

Government Agency 

Municipality 

Business 

http://woodburysalterton.weebly.com/
http://woodburysalterton.weebly.com/
http://woodburysalterton.weebly.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lympstone.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/womens-institute.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lympstone.org/general-news/wi-news-6/&docid=mU48i6pggr6MGM&tbnid=sMULb-QCWzYFnM&w=254&h=254&ei=W78FVY60LsXYU6vNgdAO&ved=0CAMQxiAwAQ&iact=c
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://devonheadships.blogspot.com/2010/03/woodbury-salterton-c-of-e-va-primary.html&ei=ZaUGVbG7KovjU5mPgegC&bvm=bv.88198703,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNE3rOEj2mWge0hwdLh4BicP6j6sZQ&ust=1426585300913630


Case 1: What did we do? 

Mapping: 
    Places that hold a memory 
        Places to take a visitor 
            Favourite walks 
   + 
  Word & Colour Associations 
  + 
     Photographic Surveys 
                      + 
          Village Festival 
  Making textile sculptures  



Children resident in the village ‘memory places’
To the Common





Women’s Institute
Word associations for ‘visitor places’

Women’s Institute
Word associations for ‘memory places’

School children living in the village
Word associations for ‘visitor places’ School children living in the village

Word associations for ‘memory places’

Mapping workshop participants
Word associations for ‘visitor places’

Mapping workshop participants
Word associations for ‘memory places’











Case 1: What did we achieve for SD? 

A collective ‘sense of place’ 
 
Community involvement in 
local planning 
 
Democratic decision making 
 



Case 1: What did we achieve for ESD? 

Connecting learning with 
‘sense of place’ 
 
Community involvement in 
ESD (i.e. A ‘Lifelong learning’ 
process) 
 
Engaging children in the 
democratic process 
 



Case 2: Joensuu, Finland 



Case 2: Who was involved? 

University 

School 

Municipality 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tourage.eu/uploads/images/Gallery/Partner-logo/North_Karelia.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tourage.eu/index.php?page=regional-council-of-north-karelia&docid=ka-HTUdaJfJ1SM&tbnid=nRdbCoVNXZ4fzM:&w=474&h=336&ei=WL0GVfykJ8ncUbnNgugO&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c


Case 2: What did we do? 

Connecting feelings and 
emotions with places in the 

school grounds 
 
 
 

Use these for evaluating new 
facilities 

 
   





Ulla used the colours and symbols tell about... 

 
 

... herrelationship  
with her environment  

... by naming her favourite 
 places and evaluating  
the changes in using  

school grounds  
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Case 2: What did we achieve for SD? 

A collective ‘sense of place’ 
 
Community involvement in 
local planning 
 
School/university 
partnership in research 
 
 

Young people’s engagement with 
their school grounds expressed 
through colour, symbol and lexical 
associations: a Finnish–British 
comparative study 
 
Patrick Dillon 
Päivi Vesala 
Calkin Montero 
 
 



Case 2: What did we achieve for ESD? 

Connecting the curriculum 
with the school grounds and 
outdoor environment 
 
Connecting cognitive aspects 
of learning with feelings and 
Emotions 
 
Getting young people to 
engage with design and 
management of their 
surroundings  
 
 



Case 3: County Durham, UK 



Case 3: Who was involved? 

Community 

School 

Government Agency 

Municipality 

Business 

Teachers 

School health professionals 
 Community associations 
  Voluntary associations 
    Police 

Governors 
Parents 

Pupils 

PARTNERSHIP 

Secondary  
colleagues 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/0f/Arts_Council_England_Logo.svg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arts_Council_England&docid=31PA-W9XsgnD9M&tbnid=p5qMywItncO1vM:&w=1436&h=1428&ei=taYGVebbA4erU_qygdgH&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://davidmhoward.co.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/creative_partners2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://davidmhoward.co.uk/wordpress/?cat=3&docid=seyScRqiJO0c0M&tbnid=4Sbv6SQx21PwrM&w=700&h=351&ei=K6cGVemcFMK5UcGqg7gH&ved=0CAMQxiAwAQ&iact=c
http://gloscape.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/colourudllogo.jpg
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.yourschoolgames.com/img/108x100/10461_school logo.PNG&imgrefurl=http://www.yourschoolgames.com/your-school/profile/slug/peases-west-primary-school/tab/events&docid=_rxnX0M82-wAMM&tbnid=I33NIzn0Ob_vFM:&w=108&h=100&ei=undefined&ved=undefined&iact=c


Case 3: what did we do? 

School and community worked 
together in re-designing: 

 
The learning environment of the 

school, inside and outside 
+ 

The school curriculum 
 

with 
Environmental Education and ESD 

at the core 









Planning the curriculum 

What should students learn? 

Students’ views Teachers’ views Parents’ views 



Consultation beyond school:  
the consultation pack 

“By the time your child leaves our school what do you think is 
important.” Included in a ‘consultation pack’ were: 
 

A ‘priority pyramid’ . Respondents asked to prioritise 10 statements 
dealing with personal and social aspects of education: caring, 
confident, enthusiastic, friendly, happy, healthy, interested, polite, 
popular, and well-behaved. 
 
A questionnaire with 10 statements about achievement (e.g. have 
high marks in test scores; growth in confidence and self-esteem). 
Respondents asked to assign each statement ‘very important’, 
important’ or ‘not important’.   
 
A questionnaire with 63 statements comprehensively covering 
curriculum content, that is, subjects and social, moral, spiritual, 
cultural, environmental and health dimensions. Respondents were 
asked to assign each statement ‘ important’,  etc 





Case 3: What did we achieve for SD? Students 

Greater sensitivity to the management of 
space. 
Increased vocabulary. 
Thinking has matured. 
Enjoy planning and doing activities more 
than hearing about them. 
Enjoyment, excitement and happiness are 
recurring expressions of doing.  
For older pupils enjoyment connected with 
involvement, cooperation and increased 
confidence.  
Increased collaboration through team work. 
Working with others gives sense of fun, 
enjoyment, confidence and pride. 
Greater blending of  learning inside and 
outside. 
 
 



Case 3: What did we achieve for SD? Teachers 
 

•More co-planning between teachers, 
pupils and others.  
•More connections between the thinking, 
feeling, doing and playing aspects of 
learning. 
•Different forms of organisation and 
management of space. 
•Better understanding of the relationship 
between creativity and what makes 
learning experiences special.  
•Research tools, developed by the 
researchers and introduced to the 
teachers in workshops, helped teachers 
with both recording and curriculum 
development. 



Case 3: What did we achieve for ESD? 

•Changes to planning giving much 
greater flexibility and personal choice. 
•Shared leadership: Younger members 
of staff have opportunity to take risks 
and step outside secure zone; supported 
by more experienced colleagues 
encouraging them to take responsibility 
and leadership roles within the team – 
discovering and playing to their 
strengths. 
•Involving a wide range of stakeholders 
in the consultation and decision making 
about the future curriculum and the 
learning spaces. 



Making it work 

PARTICIPANTS 

FACILITATOR CONNECTOR 

VISION 

RESOURCES 

   PLAN 



Making connections with: 
 

Sustainable Development 
 

Education for Sustainable 
Development 

 
 

Writing the report 
 

Making presentations 
 
 

p.j.dillon@exeter.ac.uk 
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